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Bducation

The main weight of the Bulshevik effort in the ideological field is
directed Loward the education of the masses on Cemmunist lines, For

the construstion and maintensnce of schools of various types, the Bolsheviks
appropriate one-third of the Republic budget. In other clroumstances,

sach 4 manifestation would be welcome to every true Lithuanian, who
could only applaud government efforis in the educational sphere,
vresent, however, under Bolshevik conditious, such Bolshevik interest

in the education of the Lithusnians is unwelcome, The Soviets endeavor,
from the most elementary steges of learning, to inoenlate the youth

with Communist ideas and are guided by the old proverb of the Iithu-
anian peoples "Bend the tree while it is youmg", With the help of

the schoul system, they endeavor Lo educate the youlh in a Communist
spirit, Any teacher who dares to instruct in the old-fashiomed way is
soon warned, and if this is of no svail he is dismissed from his
pogition, Darwivism, political education, Belshevized histories of

{he USSR and lithuanis, ete., are the basis for education., The 38,000
members of the Gommunist Youth and 150,000 Pioneers, the propagandistls
groups-em party schools for adults, are tL fundamental organizaticnal
basés of the Communist educational system,

The Bducation network

A% the presenmt time there are in overaticn in Lithuanias
a., 12 schocls of higher education with 12,000 students,

b, 1YL secondary schools (ll-class tyve).
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" g. Nine teachers’ seminaries.
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¢, 702 seven~-year schools, _
d, 2672 elementary schools (four-class type).
e, 202 evering schools for adults.

£, Various courses for illiterates and semi-illiterates.

h, Maritime schcc&l in Klaipeds.

1. Secondary cormercisl institute in Keunas,

jo Six FGA schools (schools for training in factory production)o‘
k., Ten agricultural technical schools, »

1, Four scheols for railway personnel,

m, Scheols for accoucheurs in Vilnius, Kaunas,eand Panevevzys.

At present there are about 500,000 peonle pursuing studies of various
kinds, Fducation is free in all gseven-year and special secondary
schools, On entering the eighthc.ass, which conforms to the fifth
clasg of prewar schoolsy it is necessary to pay for education; in
geacondary schools of a general type the fee is 200 Rs.per snmum and
in high schools 150 Rs per anmm,

Fach student receiving four or five marks (sic) at examination re-
ceives a monthly stipend of 250 rubles; the marking system, as in
moat continental countries, is O - 5 marks. Students receiving five
marks in subjects, the so-called Stalin Stipendists, receive 350
rubles monthly and do not pay either for education or for board in the
students'! hostels, .

411 elementary, seven-year, and general educational secondary schools
are the responsibility of the Ministry of Education, All special
schools are the responsibility of the ministry concerned with the
subjects taught, e.g., the agricultursl technical schocls are the
regponsibility of the Ministry of Rgriculture., Schools of higher
education, including universities, institutes, and academies, are

the responsibility of the Ministry of Higher Education of the USSR.

Teachers for the secondary schools are tr-ined at the Pedagogic Insti-
tute in Viluius end in the teachera’ institultes of Klsipeda, Siauliai,
and Kaunas. The number of students in ‘hese four inst#utes is about
4,6003 811 of these eztablishments have tne status .t schools of higher
education, Elementary and seven-year school teachers are trained in
nine teachers' seminarieg. Physical treining instructors are trained

in the Physical Culture Ingtitute in Kaunas ~nd in the two-year trainers?
achools in Kaunas, The Physical Culture Institute has the privileges

of a school of higher learning,

In the period between 1947 and 1951, 362 new elementary schools with
facilities for 46,000 students were constructed, according to official

gtatistics. The number of teachers in Lithusnia now reaches approxi-
mately 18,000, Teachers' salaries vary from 600-1,200 rubles monthly.
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The tesching of illiterates and semi-illiterates is the responsibility
of viilage teaclers. In some casee .. work is dcne voluntarilys
but, generslly speaking, it is obligatory, In this connection, the
Kamnas region i¢ best organized and, according to official statistices,
90 percent of the illiterates in this reglon are receiving instruction,
The Soviets o*anpn that,in all, 75,000 illiterates have been given

wh a“’mqa The '"beacqlng nrogram for illiterates ard semi-illiterates

“ie wery s:umﬂe"% reading and writing in the Lithuvanian language and

has~ [ d‘n*nm@tm.,

&

Acedemy of Sciences of the Iithuanian SSR

The structure of the Academy of Sciences is as followss
#, First Branchhs Physico-mathematical, natural, and apniied sciences,
Institutess.  Chemistry and chemical te.rﬁ’moimgy9 geology and
geogravhy, biology, exverimental medicine, agri-
. coltural =scienceg, land imvrovement, forestry.

be  Second Branch: Soclael sciences,

Institutess Lithvuanian language and literature, Iithuanian
hi gtory,- economics, law,

- The President of the Academy of fciences of the Iithvenian Soviet

Remubiic is Professor Matuli sy, Vice-lresident is Ziugzda, (fnu), the
Academic Secretary is Professor K. Beiliukas, Full members are Pro-
fesgors Tasas, Tvanauskas., Mykolaitis.Putinas, Balcikonis, Krisciunss,
and others, WMember corresnondents ares Frofessors Barsanskas, Dauksa,
Korsakas, Dr, Valing, and others. In addition, 75 aspiran‘bs;, persons
crevaring scientific works, are working in the various institutes,.

Of these s ten asnirants have been sent o Moscow and leningrad.

Fancational degrees are Candidete or Doctor of fel ences vhich are
valid throughout the territory of the USTR, Theses for Candidates

wf Science are defended in Vilnius or Heunas and may be wribten in

the Lithuerian or Ru: ~an lanpuages, Doctorates are, however, obtain.
able only iv Moscow or Teningrad, and the Russian Wzmﬂxar'e must be
4

Boviet Attenphs to win over the lubeiliger 1t g_a

One of the most effective methods for attracting and bribirg the
inteileetnals is the award of Btalin Prizes, The foliowing ere

Stalin prize laurestes in Lithuania at presents Frofessor Dvarionas,
the actor Rudzinskas, and the sbage wuanager Grybauskas, who have

cach received Stalin prizes on two occasions, The suthors Tilvytis and
"fene‘iava‘, gevlptors Fikenas and Alek-ondravieinsy composers Telate
Svedas,and Velniunas; actors Mironaite; Jackeviciute, Zulonas,
;Lm‘m {father and son), Petruskeviclute, Stasiunas, Kavaliauskas,
ax othec@ n-' ve vnee veceived fhalin vrizes, Altogether there are
about 30 of the Bolshevik laureates,

Thers is & so=called Society for the IMzzemination of Political and
srientifie Enowledge in Lithwania,which has about 6,500 members, This
soclety organizes m«ﬂtureg and oublishes brochures on various oopular
and scelentific themes. The society has bsen created especially to
advertise the Jeviet mude of 1ife and to spread lommunist jdeas among
the masses,
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Two~year evening courses on Marxism and Leninism asre organized in the
main centers and are designed exclusively for the intelligentsia. At
thege courses lectures are read twice weokly, These usually last
about four hours and are teken from the history of the Bolshevik
Party, the history of the USSR, political econdmy, and Marxist philo~
sophy° In addition, in the firsgt year of the course a lecture in ser-
ial £drm is resd, dealing with the international situation, A&11 those
who attend these courses are obliged to undergo examination on party
history, politicael econcmy, and Marxist philosophy and receive a di=
plema signifying that they have completed the course on higher péli-
tical education, A1l intellectuals are obliged to pass through this
Communi st political machine. In this way doctors, prcfessors, civil
servants, officers, etc., all learn the new gospel, The lectures are
given in the Russian and Lithuanian langusges., The Bolsheviks thus
re-educate the intelligentsia, inoculate them in this artificial way
with views on life foreign to them,and endeavor to effect bolsheviza-
tion even in mental spheres. Their path is sometimes difficult, but
they follow it unswervingly. For this reascn the struggle on the
ideological front has latterly become even more difficult., A section
of the Iithuanian intellectusls is unable to withetand this pressure;
and after wavering for a period, eweiting possible changes in the
international situation, which never seem to come, they eventually
allow themselves to be ppt into the Bolshevik harness.

Propagande Media
The Press

In order to Iunsure the maintenance of Communist propaganda pressure

on the scale set by the Soviet rulers, a large press apparstus is essen=-
tial., There are more newspaperg and journals than the population needs,
and almost every rayon hes its own organ. The newspapers are all of
one type and all pursue one objective: publicity for Communists,.

There are seven Republic newspapers, 18 journals, and 80 reglonal

rayon and MTS newspapers; such is the Bolshevik press arsenal. These
newspapers contain leading articles on various political themes,
followed by write-ups of "Stakhanovites, the Production and Labor
Elite", etc., accompanied ¥y photographs.

Short reports on local events are to be found, some journslistic pin-
pricks and squabbles between offices, factories, ministries and trusis
when some correspordent or other attacks the work of a director, chair-
man, secretary, ete; this is usually considered to be the most inter-
esting section of ihe newspaper. The review of international affairs
can be depended upon to depict Trumen and Churchill as cannibals and
Hewlett~Johnson, Paul Robeson, and Mex Reimann as defenders of peace

and democracy, One will find saccherine little erticles on "How Life
Blossoms for the Collective Parmer"™, and fervent acclamastions of the

* Glgantic Achievements of Communism®, There will also be slanderous

aud dlstorted reports from the Korean front in which American berbarism
is featured., In each newspaper there is bound to be a description of
some meeting or other, greetings telegrams to. Stalin, and the inevitable
spate of articles on the occasions of the October Revolution, the

First of May, and other Commurn east days, Such is the invarlable
picture of a Communist newspa‘ o

In the book-publishing sphere9 matters are a little better, because

‘apart from the works of Soviet duthors some of the foreign classics

are also published, works of Shakespeare, Thackeray, Galsworthy,
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Dickens, London, Hugo, Maupassent, and others. Of the Iithuanian
classics, the works of Zemeite, Biliunas, Duonelaitis, Maironis, and
others are published, There is no publication or sale whatsoever of
trashy and sexy iiterature. The books are quite well bound, and the
average reader is able to obtain ascscess to them through a wide net-
work of libraries; there are over 700 libraries, not counting school,
office, or factory libraries.

The Radio ~

The character of radio programs does not require elaboration, as it
comprises Communist propaganda pure and simple, In Lithuania, apart
from the redic trensmitter at Vilnius,there are 23 radio stations and
6,570 public radio dissemination points.

Gircles of radio amateurs are organized and they conduct various
competitions and discussions among themselves,

The prices of radics are comparatively low, The very cheapest two-
tubs set costs 113 rubles, én average set of four tubes costs 180-250

- rubles; a good set: costs 450-700 rubles, and a very powerful set of

from 9-12 tubes costs up to 1,500 rubles,

One cen listen quite freely to all stations with the exception of
those which are avowedly anti-Communist, These cannot be heard, cwing
to the activity of the Bolshevik jamming stations,

Iheaters

Apart from the highly ideclogical Soviet films, some foreign films

are also shown, Preference is naturally given to Hungarian, Polish,
Rumanisn, Czech; and Chinese films, Occasionally, however, Italian,
French, English, and old American films such as Tarzan, Viva Villa,
and The Three Muskateers. or Germsn films such as Ohm Kruger. and
Yaris Stusrt are shown, The Soviet film industry Is unable to satisfy
the broad mass of the pdpulation, Motion nictures are very popular,
particularly when foreign films are being shown, :

The theater, particularly drema, is completely dedicated to the service
of propagands. The mumber of theaters is quite large. At the present
moment in Lithuenia there are 12 theaters, of which one is for opersa
and ballet, two for Russian drama;and eight for Lithuanian drama. OCne
of the more popular forms of entertaimment is the folk ensemble, At
Tolk ensemble performances the Lithuanians are able to see, even if
only on the stage, scmething which is in accordance with the best
Iithuanian traditions,

Sport

Sport has truly acquired a mass character; it is, however, essentially
e medium of Bolshevik propaganda, verticularly as far as the youth is
concerned, Sport and the supplementary attractions offered to the
youth, e.p.,games against Soviet teams, are designed to win the youth
auny from reactionary parental influence, In 1951 a new sport organiza-
tion Kolkhoznik (the Collective Farmer) was established with the exelu—
sive object of orgasnizing sport for village youth, Sports meetings
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are, if anything, more frequent than they were in prewar times. A
number of branches of sport are being developed which were not previously
practised in Lithuanie: fencing, spsed-skating, various. types of gym=
nagtics, water-pole, etc. The level of achievement has also risen
considerably as compered with prewar times. For example, of 22 records
in men's light athletics,14 have been improved; cf 11 ladies' records,
10 have been improved. There have been improvements in absolutely
‘every case in which records were kept in weight-lifting, swimming,

and ¢ycling, Algiradas Socikas, a son of a metal worker of Kaunas,

is the All-Union boxing champion, Kulakauskes, Legunavicius, Butautas,
Petkevicius, Sabulisyend Stonkus are regular members of the USSR
international basket%all team, In 1951 the Kaunas men's basketball
team "Zalgiris" won the title of Union Ghampions,

There are three stadiums in Vilnfus: the State stadium,which has
20,000 seats,and two others each with 3,000 seats.
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